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Donna and Sally,

I'm not sure if the information that we have here will be very helpful on your trip to
England/Scotland. You must remember that “Turnbull Country” was the Rule (or Rulewater)
River that flowed north from the English border to the Tweed River. During the 1700’s, after the
demise of the warring “Reivers”, I suspect that many border people moved to wherever there was
. work to be found. It is interesting that this branch of Turnbulls seemed to continue to follow a
watercourse; in this case the Tyne River. For there is some indication that, at some time, branches
of the family may even have been as far away as Newcastle.

In any case, we have a note here (Page 002461 in the Latter Day Saints record) of an Adam
Turnbull being christened on July 29, 1744, at Bellingham, the son of James Turnbull. I would
put this fairly high on any probability list, if the other factors fall in line.

1. Adam Turnbull was married (date not known yet) to Elizabeth Taylor, and there were six
chiidren: Isabel, Robert, William, James, Charies and Adam. It is interesting that four of these
names appear in Michael’s children, and a fifth (James) a generation later.

2. When Adam Tumbull married Ann Ridley (Nov. 17, 1781), he would have been 37 years of
age. Since, in those times, marriages often happened in the early 20’s (or even earlier), the six
children of a former marriage is quite possible. The birth of four children (Helen, Ann,
Michael and John) from this second marriage raises a few questions.

(a) Was this Ann Ridley’s first marriage, or had she been widowed like Adam?

(b)  The youngest, John, was born in 1791 or 1792. Had both parents arrived at the end of
child-producing years? (Adam would have been 48 at that time.)

3. The fact that Michael’s fourth (?) child was named Thomas Taylor Turnbull, also lends a lot
of credence to the probability of the marriage to Elizabeth Taylor.

4. Both in the Adam Turnbull/Elizabeth Taylor marriage and the Adam Turnbull/Ann Ridley
marriage took place in Bellingham. Since it appears that Michael was born at Falstone (about
six or eight miles away), then was Ann Ridley a native of Bellingham?

5. 1 forgot this earlier. Among the names that have come down through the generations, was
Elizabeth — not from the children of Adam, but, it appears, from his first wife.

Michael (April 5,1787 — May 23, 1855) was married on May 8, 1813, to Mary Baty (1791-1868),
at Falstone. Our notes suggest that Mary was Scottish by birth, but we know nothing else about
her. If you are iooking her up, she may also have spelled the name “Batie”.

Robert Turnbull was born in England (1814), but we have been unable to find any record of
where. Here is a new speculation. The Turnbulls were Presbyterian, which was not allowed in
England after Henry VIII made Anglicanism (Episcopalian to Sally) the official Christian religion
in England. (It was against the law in Scotland, too, but the Scots practised Presbyterianism
anyway.) I suppose that Robert might have been baptised in Scotland. That one’s a long shot.

The Turnbulls left England after the birth of Robert, and before the birth of Nancy in 1817, if you
are looking for a ship passage — I would guess 1816.
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